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Famous People 

Who Had a Stroke

ÅCharles Dickens

ÅKirk Douglas

ÅPresident Ford

ÅLuther Vandross

ÅEd Koch

ÅRobert Guillaume

ÅCharles Schultz

ÅDick Clark

ÅTed Williams

ÅMel Torme



Epidemiology

Å3rd leading cause of death in the US

Å750,000 Americans suffer strokes each 

year

Å150,000 deaths each year

Å~ 6 million stroke survivors are alive 

today (2.3 Male, 3.4 Female)

Source: National Stroke Association



Audience Question

ÅStrokes kill as many 

American women 

annually as breast 

cancer.

A

A



Women & CVA

ÅStroke kills more than twice as many 

American women every year as breast 

cancer

ÅMore women than men die from stroke

ÅWomen over age 30 who smoke and 

take high-estrogen oral contraceptives 

have a stroke risk 22 times higher than 

average

Source: National Stroke Association



African Americans & Stroke

ÅIncidence is nearly double that of 
Caucasians

ÅAfrican Americans suffer more extensive 
physical impairments

ÅTwice as likely to die from stroke

ÅHigh incidence of risk factors for stroke
ïHypertension

ïDiabetes

ïObesity

ïSmoking

ïSickle cell anemia

Source: National Stroke Association


