
 

 

  
 NCDR.15 Annual Conference Agenda 
 

Wednesday, March 11, 2015 

3:00 p.m. – 

5:30 p.m. 
Early Registration 

4:00 p.m. –

6:30 p.m. 
Preconference: NCDR Orientation: David Bonner 

Getting Started 

Website Navigation 

Data Entry and DQR 

Data Submission 

Thursday, March 12, 2015 

6:30 a.m. –

8:00 a.m. 
Registration   

6:30 a.m. – 

8:30 a.m. 
Continental Breakfast 

8:00 a.m. – 

8:30 a.m. 
Opening Remarks and Review of Program Objectives: Dr. John Rumsfeld; Kathleen Hewitt; Dr.Kim 

Williams; Dr. William Oetgen 
8:30 a.m. – 

9:30 a.m. 
Keynote Presentation: Engaging Physicians in Quality Improvement: Dr. John Spertus 

9:30 a.m. – 

10:30 a.m. 
Posters and Exhibits 

10:30 a.m. –

12:00 p.m. 
Concurrent Workshops 

   #1 ACTION Registry–GWTG 
Welcome and Introductions: Beth Pruski 

 ACTION Registry –GWTG Version 2.4: Beth Pruski, Kim Hustler, Traci Connolly 

   Data Elements & Definitions  

  Version 2.4 Quality Metrics  

  Saying Farewell to Version 2.3: Technical Considerations 
 

   #2 CathPCI Registry 
Welcome and Introductions: Cornelia Anderson  

 Abstracting Challenges: Melissa Nitta   

 Registry Outcomes in a Meaningful Format: Marsha Darby 

 Ensuring High Data Integrity: Nicole Blalock 

 Closing Comments: Dr. Issam Moussa 

 Q&A 

 
  #3 ICD Registry 

Welcome and Introductions: Denise Pond 

 Highlight NCDR15 ICD posters: Denise Pond 

 Case Study: Referral to Procedure (Does this Patient Meet Criteria for Implant?): Dr. Paul Varosy  

 EP Lab and Implantation Procedure: Dr. Paul Varosy 

 How Leads (Pacing and Defibrillation) Work: Dr. Paul Varosy  

 Case Scenarios: Denise Pond 

 Q&A          
             

 



 

 

 #4 IMPACT Registry  

Welcome and Introductions: Christina Koutras 

 DQR: How to Evaluate Your Submission Results: Christina Koutras   

  Utilizing Your Data: Who, What, When, Where, and Why: Dr. Robert Vincent 

 Case Scenarios: Christina Koutras  

 Reducing Radiation Risk: Dr. Robert Vincent                                                  

 Q&A   

    #5 STS/ACC TVT Registry 

Welcome and Introductions: Joan Michaels 

Registry Updates: Joan Michaels  

Understanding and Using Your Outcomes Report: Susan Fitzgerald  

Case Scenarios: Mark Hutcheson; Liza St Clair  

Q &A 

 
   #6 PVI Registry 

Welcome and Introductions: Caroline Morgan 

 Carotid Workshop 

  Where Are We Going with PVI Data and Why?: Dr. Thomas Tsai 

  Carotid Artery Intervention and Stroke: Dr. David Thaler 

        Modifications to the Data Dictionary and Data Collection Form: Caroline Morgan 

 Unique Carotid Case Scenarios: Filiz Costantini 

  
   #7 MD/Administrator 

Welcome and Introductions:  

 How Do I Engage Other Physicians? 

Why should I get involved? Isn’t this why we have a quality department? 

 I’m too busy. I don’t think I have the time to commit to this. 

 What’s in this for me? 

 
12:00 p.m. –
1:30 p.m. 

Lunch 
 

1:30 p.m. – 

3:00 p.m. 

General Session: Lightning Round of NCDR Program Updates: Kathleen Hewitt, moderator;  

Dr. Robert McNamara; Dr. Issam Moussa; Dr. Paul Varosy; Dr. Robert Vincent; Dr. John Carroll; Dr. 

Thomas Tsai 

  
3:00 p.m. –

4:00 p.m. Posters and Exhibits 

4:00 p.m. – 

5:30 p.m. 
Concurrent Workshops 

 #8 ACTION Registry–GWTG 
Welcome and Introductions: Beth Pruski 

Understanding & Implementing the ACTION Registry-GWTG Mortality and Major Bleeding Risk 

Models: Dr. Robert McNamara 

 Surviving MI: In-hospital vs. 30-day Risk Standardized Mortality: Dr. Robert McNamara 

 

 #9 CathPCI Registry 
Welcome and Introductions: Cornelia Anderson 

 Decreasing AUC Unclassifiable Procedures: How Did We Get This?: Vicky Katsafanas 

 How to Improve D2B with Physician Engagement: Jamie Brandt 

 Improving AUC from the Ground Up: Nicole Blalock 

 Closing Comments: Dr. Issam Moussa 

 Q&A  



 

 

 #10 ICD Registry 
Welcome and Introductions: Christina Koutras 

 General Dashboard Navigation: Christina Koutras 

 Guidelines versus Appropriate Use Criteria: Dr. Paul Varosy 

 Limited Reporting of Appropriate Use Criteria Metrics: Christina Koutras 

 Case Scenarios: Denise Pond 

 Q&A 

  
 #11 IMPACT Registry 

Welcome and Introductions: Dr. Robert Vincent 

 Outcomes Report Interpretation (Executive Summary & Detail): Traci Connolly  

 Case Scenarios: Filiz Costantini    

 Utilizing your data: Caitlin O’Callaghan                                                                                                      

 Who falls out of the metric and why?: Filiz Costantini  

 Q&A 

 
 #12 STS/ACC TVT Registry 

Welcome and Introductions: Joan Michaels 

Build a Successful TAVR Program: Kim Guibone 

“Real World” TAVR Update: Dr.  John Carroll  

TAVR Case Scenarios: Mark Hutcheson; Liza St Clair 

Q & A 

 #13 PVI Registry 
Welcome and Introductions: Caroline Morgan 

               PVI General Workshop  

Where Are We Going with PVI Data and Why?: Dr. Thomas Tsai (NOTE: Only this presentation is a repeat 

from WS #6) 

Follow-up Date Collection Process: Caroline Morgan 

Case scenarios – Carotid, Lower Extremity, and Follow-up: Caroline Morgan 

 
  #14 MD/Administrator 

Welcome and Introductions:  

 How Do I Engage Administrators? 

Our hospital’s already in two registries. How do I justify participating in another one? 
Can’t we do quality improvement without submitting data to NCDR? 
What comes with registry participation beyond just getting back our data? 

 
5:30 p.m. –    

6:30 p.m. Welcome and Networking Reception 



 

 

Friday, March 13, 2015 

7:00 a.m. – 

8:00 a.m. 
Breakfast 

8:00 a.m. – 

9:30 a.m. 
Concurrent Workshops 

 #15 ACTION Registry–GWTG (combined with WS #16) 
Welcome and Introductions: Cornelia Anderson; Beth Pruski 

 CathPCI versus ACTION: Similarities and Differences: Kim Hustler; Vicky Katsafanas; Melissa Nitta 

 Closing Comments; Dr. Issam Moussa and Dr. James Jollis 

 Q&A  

 #16 CathPCI Registry (combined with WS #15) 
Welcome and Introductions: Cornelia Anderson; Beth Pruski 

 CathPCI versus ACTION: Similarities and Differences: Kim Hustler; Vicky Katsafanas; Melissa Nitta 

 Closing Comments: Dr. Issam Moussa and Dr. James Jollis 

 Q&A 

 
 #17 ICD Registry 

Welcome and Introductions: Dr. Mark Kremers 

 Dashboard Metric Drilldown: Christina Koutras  

 Case Study: Does this patient meet guidelines or AUC: Dr. Mark Kremers 

 Case Scenarios: Utilizing Algorithms: Denise Pond  

 What Are You Doing with Your Data? The EPIC experience: Linda Francaviglia         

 Q&A                           

 
 #18 IMPACT Registry 

Welcome and Introductions: Dr. Robert Vincent 

 Why the Data Are Important? (Clinical meaning behind the capture): Dr. Robert Vincent 

 Improving Documentation; Dr. Robert Vincent 

 Cath Lab: What is Happening During the Procedure?: Dr. Robert Vincent 

 Case Scenarios: Filiz Costantini 

 Q&A 

  
 #19 STS/ACC TVT Registry 

Welcome and Introductions: Joan Michaels 

Latest Update in Mitral Data: Dr. Vinod Thourani 

Mitral Case Scenarios: Mark Hutcheson: Liza St Clair   

When does the Audit Start?: Joan Michaels  

Q & A 

   #20 PVI Registry 
Welcome and Introductions: Caroline Morgan 

 Lower Extremity Workshop 

Where Are We Going with the PVI Data and Why: Dr. Thomas Tsai, MD, FACC (NOTE: Only this 

 presentation is a repeat) 

Overcoming Data Abstraction Obstacles: Sherry Haynie 

Lower Extremity Module Updates: Caroline Morgan, RN 

A Look at Lower Extremity Diagnostic Testing 

Unique Lower Extremity Case Scenarios: Caroline Morgan 

Q&A 
 

 #21 MD/Administrator 
Welcome and Introductions:  

How Do We Optimize Data Quality?  

 Targeting gaps — how to identify missing data in real time 
 Internal audits — more than just an exercise in frustration 
 Corrective action — empowering providers to own their data 

 



 

 

9:30 a.m. –

10:00 a.m. Break 

10:00 a.m. – 

11:30 a.m. 
Concurrent Workshops 

 #22 ACTION Registry–GWTG 
Welcome and Introductions: Beth Pruski 

 Using Outcomes Reports for Quality Improvement 

 Dashboard & Drilldown  

 Creating Your STEMI System of Care (Mission Lifeline): Loni Denne 

Q&A 

   

 #23 CathPCI Registry 
Welcome and Introductions: Cornelia Anderson 

 Case Study and Risk Model Variables: Cornelia Anderson  

 Risk Adjusted Metrics and the CathPCI Registry: Dr. Kalon Ho 

 QI Projects using Registry Tools: Vicky Katsafanas 

 Keeping Mortality Rates, Alive!: Jamie La Vigne 

 Closing Comments: Dr. Issam Moussa 

 Q&A 

 
 #24 ICD Registry 

Welcome and Introductions: Denise Pond 

 Putting Data to Work: Dr. Mark Kremers 

 Utilizing the Data: Linda Grdina                                   

 Case Scenarios: Denise Pond  

 Risk Models: Jensen Chiu; Denise Pond                                                                                                      

 Q&A     

  #25 IMPACT Registry  

Welcome and Introductions: Christina Koutras 

 Risk Model: Traci Connolly  

 Utilizing Your Data: Sharon Bradley-Skelton 

 Putting Data to Work  

 Case Scenarios: Christina Koutras                                                                          

 Q&A                                                                                                                         

 #26 STS/ACC TVT Registry 
Welcome and Introductions: Joan Michaels 

Stroke Presentation: David Thaler, MD  

Adverse Events Case Scenarios: Mark Hutcheson; Liza St Clair  

Understanding the Risk Model: Susan Fitzgerald 

Q & A 

   #27 PVI Registry 
Welcome and Introductions: Caroline Morgan 

 Outcome Reporting: Kristina McCoy 

                PVI Audit Process: Caroline Morgan 

 Case Scenarios: Filiz Costantini 

Q&A 

 #28 MD/Administrator 
Welcome and Introductions:  

 How do I implement quality improvement? 

I want to get part IV MOC credit. How do I get started? 

I don’t have a ton of time. How do I choose the right project? 

What’s needed beyond picking a project? Who else needs to be involved? 



 

 

11:30 a.m. –

1:00 p.m. Lunch 

1:00 p.m. – 

1:30 p.m. 
General Session: Awards 

1:30 p.m. – 

2:30 p.m. 
General Session: “I Don’t Believe the Data” – Management of Data Quality 

2:30 p.m. – 

2:45 p.m. 
Break 

2:45 p.m. –

3:45 p.m. 
Concurrent Workshops 

 #29 ACTION Registry -GWTG (combined with WS #30, #33 and #34) 
Welcome and Introductions: Cornelia Anderson; Beth Pruski; Joan Michaels; Caroline Morgan 

 Bleeding and Vascular Complications Associated with Cardiac Therapies: Why should we care?: Dr. Sunil Rao 

 #30 CathPCI Registry (combined with WS # 29, #33 and 34) 
Welcome and Introductions: Cornelia Anderson; Beth Pruski; Joan Michaels; Caroline Morgan 

 Bleeding and Vascular Complications Associated with Cardiac Therapies: Why Should We Care?: Dr. Sunil Rao 

  

 
  #31 ICD Registry 

Welcome and Introductions: Denise Pond 

 New Version High Level Overview: Jensen Chiu     

 Case Scenarios: Denise Pond                                       

 Self-Audit/NCDR Audit: Denise Pond                        

 Q&A                                                         

 #32 IMPACT Registry 
Welcome and Introductions: Christina Koutras 

 New Version High Level Overview: Dr. Robert Vincent; Traci Connolly     

 Case Scenarios: Christina Koutras                                     

 Self-Audit and NCDR Audit: Christina Koutras                      

 Q&A                                                         

 
 #33 STS/ACC TVT Registry (combined with WS #29, #30 and #34) 

Welcome and Introductions: Cornelia Anderson; Beth Pruski; Joan Michaels; Caroline Morgan 

 Bleeding and Vascular Complications associated with Cardiac Therapies: Why should we care?: Dr. Sunil Rao 

 
 #34 PVI Registry (combined with WS #29, #30 and #33) 

Welcome and Introductions: Cornelia Anderson; Beth Pruski; Joan Michaels; Caroline Morgan 

 Bleeding and Vascular Complications associated with Cardiac Therapies: Why should we care?: Dr. Sunil Rao 

 

 #35 MD/Administrator 
 Welcome and Introductions:   

 Future of Clinical Registries and EHRs: Data Capture versus Collection  

4:00 p.m. – 

4:45 p.m. General Session: No Reservations — Disruptive Innovation: Dr. Harlan Krumholz 

4:45 p.m. –

5:00 p.m. Wrap up and Adjournment: Kathleen Hewitt 

 

 


